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Dear Class of 2018:
Virginia Commonwealth University takes pride in the  
work it does to educate, create, research, heal and serve.  
The education students receive here is relevant not only to 
what is happening today, but also to whatever may be in  
the future.
Today we celebrate, as you, the Class of 2018, become 
graduates of VCU. Your success at one of America’s great 
public research universities signifies that you have done more 
than complete your courses and receive grades. Your degree 
signifies years of hard work and dedication to refining your 
skills and acquiring new ones. Your dedication to academic 
excellence will translate well to whatever you choose to do in the future. 
For 180 years, your alma mater has focused on preparing students for a future as creators, 
educators, healers, innovators and entrepreneurs. As a graduate of VCU, I hope you will 
remember that your opportunities are without limit because your potential is limitless.
On behalf of the faculty, staff, students and proud alumni of Virginia Commonwealth 
University, I congratulate you on the remarkable achievement of your Commencement. 




VCU and VCU Health System
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Processional VCU Commencement Band 
  Terry L. Austin, Director
National Anthem* VCU Police Honor Guard 
  VCU Commencement Band
Welcome and Introductions Gail Hackett, Provost and 
  Vice President for Academic Affairs
Remarks  Michael Rao, President
Commencement Address  Boris Kodjoe
Recognition of Award Recipients 
 Honorary Degree Michael Rao, President 
 Edward A. Wayne Medal 
 Board of Visitors Award
Conferring of Degrees and Honors Recognition
Doctor of Philosophy Candidates F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean
Doctor of Education Candidates Andrew P. Daire, Dean  
Graduate and First Professional Degrees
 Graduate School F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean 
 College of Health Professions Alexander Tartaglia, Senior Associate Dean
 School of Dentistry David C. Sarrett, Dean 
 School of Medicine Peter F. Buckley, Dean 
 School of Nursing Jean Giddens, Dean
 School of Pharmacy Joseph T. DiPiro, Dean
Latin Honors and University Honors  Barry L. Falk, Dean
Undergraduate Degrees
 College of Engineering Barbara D. Boyan, Dean
 College of Health Professions Alexander Tartaglia, Senior Associate Dean
 College of Humanities and Sciences Montserrat Fuentes, Dean 
 School of the Arts Shawn Brixey, Dean 
 School of Business Ed A. Grier, Dean 
 School of Dentistry David C. Sarrett, Dean 
 L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs  
 School of Nursing Jean Giddens, Dean 
 School of Social Work Timothy L. Davey, Interim Dean 
 University College Shelli B. Fowler, Interim Dean  
 VCU Life Sciences Robert M. Tombes, Vice Provost
VCU Alumni Remarks James E. Williams, President 
  VCU Alumni
Turning of the Tassel  Destinee’ Moragne, President 
  VCU Student Government Association 
Recessional** VCU Commencement Band
To share photos or memories from Commencement, use #VCU2018. 
*The audience will be asked to stand for the national anthem.     **Graduates will remain in place until the president’s party exits the arena.




Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
Boris Ofuatey-Kodjoe is an actor and philanthropist.
Kodjoe currently stars as Dr. Will Campbell in the CBS medical drama 
“Code Black.” Previous TV roles include Phil Miller in “The Last Man 
on Earth,” playing himself in “The Real Husbands of Hollywood,” Steven 
Bloom in “Undercovers,” and sports agent Damon Carter in Showtime’s 
“Soul Food.” For his work on “Soul Food,” he received three NAACP 
Outstanding Supporting Actor nominations.
He made his Broadway debut in 2008 in “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” where 
he starred as Brick, opposite legendary actor James Earl Jones. On the big 
screen he starred in films such as “Resident Evil: Afterlife,” “Brown Sugar,” 
“Love & Basketball,” “Surrogates,” “Addicted,” and most recently, Kodjoe 
was the voice of Klaus in “Ferdinand,” the animated film adaptation of the 
childhood classic, “The Story of Ferdinand.”
He is also a philanthropist who with his wife, actor Nicole Ari Parker, is 
dedicated to raising awareness of health disparities surrounding birth defects 
via their nonprofit, Sophie’s Voice Foundation. The foundation was estab-
lished in honor of their daughter who was diagnosed at birth with the neural 
tube defect spina bifida. Together, they advocate for educating women on the 
issue, folic acid fortification of foods and family outreach programs to address 
the needs of those affected with spina bifida.
Kodjoe attended VCU on a tennis scholarship and graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in marketing. As a student-athlete, he was a four-year letterman 
and is 11th in VCU Tennis history with 75 career single wins. During his 
time with VCU Tennis, he was ranked as high as 29th nationally by the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association. Upon graduation, Kodjoe was signed as 
a model and eventually started studying acting. He was inducted into the 
VCU Athletics Hall of Fame in 2017.
Born in Vienna, Austria, and raised in Gundelfingen, Germany, to a 
Ghanaian father and German mother, Kodjoe now lives in Los Angeles with 
his wife and their two children, Sophie and Nicolas.
The Honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters is Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s highest form of 
recognition. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
it recognizes those individuals 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to society through 
scholarship, public service, 
humanitarianism, science and art.
VCU Commencement 2018     5
Edward A. Wayne Medal
The Edward A. Wayne 
Medal was established 
in 1971 to honor 
individuals who have 
made outstanding 
contributions or provided 
exemplary services to 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Presented 
by the president at 
Commencement, the 
medal is named in honor 
of Edward A. Wayne, 
who was chair of the 
commission that led 
to the establishment 
of VCU in 1968 by 
the Virginia General 
Assembly. Mr. Wayne 
served as the university’s 
first vice rector.
Charles Crone is the retired president of MC 
Wholesale Club and the former vice president of 
the Williamsburg Pottery. He attended Frederick 
College in Portsmouth, Virginia, and holds hon-
orary alumnus status at the College of William & 
Mary. Ginny Crone is retired from BASF Corp. 
She holds a B.S. in economics from Cornell 
University and an M.B.A. from William & Mary.
The couple’s exceptional generosity has made 
a great impact on multiple areas of VCU, includ-
ing Massey Cancer Center, MCV Foundation, 
VCU Health, College of Health Professions, and 
the schools of Medicine and Nursing. Through 
three decades of involvement, they have made 
the schools, centers and clinics across the medi-
cal campus better and stronger.
In 1987, Ginny and Charles organized a Massey 
5k fundraiser in Williamsburg. The annual event 
has grown substantially over the years, raising $300,000 for cancer research. The couple 
has also taken an instrumental role with the MCV Foundation’s Discovery Series, a 
program to raise awareness beyond Richmond of the outstanding research, care and 
education on the MCV campus. Charles has actively served on several boards, includ-
ing the MCV Foundation Board, the Campaign for the Heart Center Advisory Board, 
and as a founding and now emeritus member of the Massey Cancer Center Advisory 
Board.
The Crones have also given generously of their time and support to other organi-
zations, including Hospice House and Support Care of Williamsburg, Walsingham 
Academy, Hargrave Military Academy, William & Mary, Literacy for Life, Rotary 
International, the Williamsburg Health Foundation, Housing Partnerships and Child 
Development Resources.
Ginny and Charles’ passionate dedication to VCU through 30 years of philanthropy 
and volunteer engagement has been extraordinary. Their devoted service will leave a 
meaningful and lasting impact on our community for years to come. 
The Crones live in Williamsburg and have two adult children and twin grand-
daughters.
2018 Recipients
M. Virginia and 
Charles F. Crone
6     VCU Commencement 2018
The Virginia Commonwealth 
University Board of Visitors Award 
recognizes the achievements of 
an outstanding undergraduate 
student who represents the 
distinctive attributes of a VCU 
student: outstanding academic 
achievement, leadership and 
service to the university and the 
community at large. The recipient 
of the award will receive a one-
year scholarship in the amount 
equal to in-state tuition and fees.
Board of Visitors Award
Terry Levon Everett, a junior biology 
major, exemplifies the spirit of Virginia 
Commonwealth University.
Since childhood, Everett always 
strived to be the best individual he 
could be — through excellent aca-
demic achievement, leadership and 
service. From honor societies to team 
sports, he was highly involved in 
every community he joined and upon 
arriving to VCU, he partook in the 
Lewis Stokes Alliance for Minority 
Participation and Ram Camp lead-
ership programs. In 2015, Everett 
completed the I-LEAD retreat, foster-
ing a great rapport with the faculty 
and staff of the Student Leadership 
and Involvement Center, and continued his outstanding service on campus. 
On Martin Luther King Jr. Day in 2016, he and his friends filmed a 
#BlackExcellence rap video, which highlighted their future aspirations 
to become doctors and garnered over 100 million views on social media. 
Soon after, Everett and his family started B the Movement, a motivational 
speaking company where he and his twin brother, Terrence, give speeches at 
events in impoverished and underrepresented communities. Over the past 
two years, they have traveled to 17 cities across the United States inspiring 
youth and young adults.  
Everett has served as a New Student Orientation leader and currently 
serves as a student ambassador, health promoter and advocate, research 
assistant, CEO of B the Movement, and vice president of the Theta Rho 
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. He also sits on multiple com-
mittees for inclusivity. This summer, he will conduct biomedical research at 
Michigan State University and intends to study abroad after graduation. In 
the future, Everett plans to own a practice with his brother that includes 
a department for teenage students to learn and be inspired to pursue their 
goals and dreams. 
A native of Newport News, he is one of four children of Terrence and 
Tikishia Everett.
2018 Recipient  
Terry L. Everett
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Academic Costume
The academic costume worn at American 
college exercises derives from the Middle Ages. 
The oldest universities of northern Europe, such 
as Paris and Oxford, grew out of church schools, 
and both faculty and students were regarded in 
the Middle Ages as a part of the clergy. They wore 
clerical habits, largely borrowed from the monas-
tic dress of that day, not just on special occasions 
but as their regular attire.
 The head covering of the academic costume 
developed from the skull cap worn by the clergy 
in cold weather to protect the tonsured head. In 
the universities, the skull cap acquired a point on 
top, which evolved into a tassel. The bonnet with 
tassel is still worn by degree holders of European 
universities. In America, it has been replaced 
by the familiar mortar board, which still retains 
the medieval tassel.
 The hood (the medieval caputium) was 
originally a covering worn over the head in bad 
weather, otherwise dropped on the shoulders as 
the monk’s cowl. At first it was worn by faculty 
and students alike, but in the early 16th century 
it was restricted to graduates, thus becoming the 
mark of a degree holder. Today, each college has its 
distinctive hood lining by which its graduates may be 
recognized in academic processions. Graduates from 
Virginia Commonwealth University may wear a 
hood showing a black chevron on gold background.
 The gown comes from the medieval robe and 
seems to have been borrowed from the habit of 
the Benedictine monks. In the Middle Ages, 
undergraduates, bachelors and masters could be 
distinguished by the simplicity or intricacy of their 
gowns. The doctor’s gown was often furred, which 
survives today in the ornamentation found on 
the doctoral gown. Usually the gown is black, but 
some colleges have gowns of different colors.
 The wide velvet borders extending down the 
front of the doctoral gown, the velvet bars on the 
sleeves, and the borders of most hoods are colored 
according to the scholarly field of the wearer.






Fine Arts, Architecture Brown
Government and  
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Recipients of Degrees
Because of rigid time requirements, this program must be printed before the final list of degree 
candidates and final graduation honor status for undergraduate students can be determined. 
The exclusion of the name of a student is not to be taken as indication of official status as 
a nongraduate, nor is the inclusion of a name of a student to be taken as certification of 
official status as a graduate. Only undergraduate students are eligible for honors designations. 
These designations do not apply to the degrees received by graduate students.
Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action university providing access to education and employment
without regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, political affiliation or disability. 
Virginia Commonwealth University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association  
of Colleges and Schools to award Baccalaureate, Master’s, doctoral and first professional degrees.
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College of Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12
Baccalaureate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Post-baccalaureate Undergraduate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
College of Health Professions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Master of Health Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Master of Science in Health Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Master of Science in Occupational Therapy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Post-master’s Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Doctor of Nurse Anesthesia Practice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Doctor of Physical Therapy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
College of Humanities and Sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
Baccalaureate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
Bachelor of Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
Post-baccalaureate Undergraduate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Master of Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Master of Fine Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43
School of the Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45
Baccalaureate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Bachelor of Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Bachelor of Fine Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Bachelor of Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
Master of Art Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
Master of Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
Master of Fine Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
Master of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
School of Business. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54
Baccalaureate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
Post-baccalaureate Undergraduate Certificate. . . . . . . . . . . . . 60
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Master of Accountancy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Master of Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Master of Business Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Master of Decision Analytics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62
Master of Supply Chain Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
School of Dentistry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
Master of Science in Dentistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
Doctor of Dental Surgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65
School of Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Master of Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Master of Teaching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67
Post-master’s Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
L. Douglas Wilder School  
of Government and Public Affairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69
Bachelor of Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72
Master of Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Master of Public Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
Master of Urban and Regional Planning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73
School of Medicine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75
Post-baccalaureate Graduate Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Master of Public Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76
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Chemical and Life Science Engineering
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Byers, Brent Allen*






































































































































Godwin, Darryl C. Jr.
Mechanical Engineering
Carrollton, Virginia









Greene, Dale R. Jr.
Electrical Engineering
Richmond, Virginia



























































Jimenez, Uriel Galen Miranda
Mechanical Engineering
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Jones, Jeffrey Douglas II*
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Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School






































Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
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College of Health Professions
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Stratton Dowdy, Shamara Ashley
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Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
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Master of Science in 
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Candidate presented by 





Candidates presented by 














Steprans, Nicholas Delano Jr.
Professional Counseling
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Doctor of Nurse 
Anesthesia Practice
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Gore, Taylor Corinne Wann
Berryville, Virginia
College of Health Professions
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College of Humanities and Sciences
Baccalaureate Certificate






Brown, Nicholas Ian Barrett
Product Innovation
Blackstone, Virginia
















































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences


















































History and Political Science
Richmond, Virginia
Dizon, Queenie Mae S.
English
Cagayan de Oro, Philippines
Doyon, Sarah Catherine***







International Studies, Political Science
Richmond, Virginia
Edgar, Daniel Ray





























































































Saint Stephens Church, Virginia
Hatfield, Delphine Lucie-Renee**






























College of Humanities and Sciences
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Political Science, Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness
Lexington, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences




























































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences




























































Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Albis, Victoria Anne




Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Woodbridge, Virginia
Benitez Abreu, Jayne Estefany*



































































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Big Stone Gap, Virginia
Freeman, Jamiee Nicole**
















































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Prince George, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Lock, Brooke A.***




Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Charlottesville, Virginia
Marquez, Frances Ruth F.


















































































































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Suffolk, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences






















Allen, Anna Elizabeth 
Jennifer Smith**



































































































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Ashburn, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences





























































































































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Manassas, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences









































Central Islip, New York
Collins, Gerald Anthony Jr.







































South Prince George, Virginia
Cox, Morgan Jenelle***










































































Delacruz, Adriel Francis 
Martinez**































College of Humanities and Sciences



















DiSanto, Giulia Maria Salvatori**










































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Midlothian, Virginia































































































College of Humanities and Sciences































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences














































































































Saint Stephens Church, Virginia
Hasan, Yusrah Dua**



















































































College of Humanities and Sciences





























































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Leesburg, Virginia





































































College of Humanities and Sciences

























































Kim, Chae Lin Chelsea
Biology
Haymarket, Virginia




































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences






























































































































































































Havre de Grace, Maryland
College of Humanities and Sciences

































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences




































































Nguyen, Sarah Mai T.
Chemistry
Springfield, Virginia
Nguyen, Tram Thi Quynh***
Biology
Springfield, Virginia
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Patel, Kaylan**













































































Pobre, Danielle Louise C.*
































































































Reyes, Trisha Chris L.*















College of Humanities and Sciences








































































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Chesterfield, Virginia




Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Santos, Alyssa Marie Acero





































Scott, Brianna Ahjinae Shirley






College of Humanities and Sciences














































Forensic Science and Biology
Woodbridge, Virginia
Sidhu, Simrann Kaur*
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Sze, Maylin Mei Ting*












































































































































Vargas Cruz, Hugo Ernesto
Chemistry and Psychology


















































College of Humanities and Sciences

















































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Sterling, Virginia




Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Norfolk, Virginia




































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences





Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Centreville, Virginia
Zendzian, Gregory Miles Dapitan
Biology
Virginia Beach, Virginia
























Candidates presented by 










Candidates presented by 















































Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 
























Candidates presented by 










































Health and Movement Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
















Health and Movement Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
















Driver, Nicholas Arthur Scott








































































































































Health and Movement Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
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Baccalaureate Certificate





























































































































































































School of the Arts
School of the Arts
























Rio de Janeiro, Brazil



































































Bachelor of Fine Arts























Al Hail, Hissa Ali I.H.**
Interior Design
Doha, Qatar
Al Heidous, Noof Khalid M.A.*
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
Al Khoori, Roda Abdulaziz
Painting and Printmaking
Doha, Qatar
Al Sada, Abdulla Mohamed
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar









Al-Hardan, Shaikha Jassim M.A.
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar






Al-Kharaan, Noor Saad A.S.***
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
















Al-Mushairi, Sara Fahad I.A.
Interior Design
Doha, Qatar

















Al-Sahouti, Arwa Khamis B.R.
Interior Design
Doha, Qatar
School of the Arts
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Al-Saygh, Sara Abdulaziz A.A.
Interior Design
Doha, Qatar









Al-Thani, Aljazi Khalid N.A.***°
Interior Design
Doha, Qatar
Al-Thani, Kaltham Hamad J.M.
Painting and Printmaking
Doha, Qatar
Al-Theyab, Noof Khalid M.A.*
Painting and Printmaking
Doha, Qatar
Alzaini, Fatima Naser A.M.
Interior Design
Al-Gharrafa, Qatar







Craft and Material Studies















































Craft and Material Studies








































Cheng, Wing Hei Joshua
























Craft and Material Studies
Washington, D.C.
Congedo, Noah J.**













































School of the Arts


































































































































































































School of the Arts





















































































































































Craft and Material Studies








































Male, Erin May McGuigan*
Communication Arts
New Hope, Pennsylvania
School of the Arts




















Craft and Material Studies
Bedford, Virginia



































































































































Craft and Material Studies
Naperville, Illinois










Craft and Material Studies
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Pattison, Lindsey N.*


























School of the Arts































































Scott, Angelique Arshell Griffith













Craft and Material Studies
Vienna, Virginia
Shepard, Stuart E.**






















































































































School of the Arts




























































































Craft and Material Studies
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Bachelor of Music
















































Master of Art Education
Candidate presented by 






Candidates presented by 

















Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Al Ghussein, Abdul Azim
Fine Arts
Dubai, United Arab Emirates






School of the Arts












































































Jones, Mary Margaret Hoak
Design
Richmond, Virginia




































































































Candidates presented by 
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School of Business
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 












































Candidates presented by 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































Garay Gooch, Andrea Elizabeth**
Business
Midlothian, Virginia
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Hudgins, David Tyler Jr.
Marketing
Moseley, Virginia
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Accounting and  
Mathematical Sciences
West Point, Virginia






























































































































































































































































































Candidates presented by 















































Candidate presented by 






Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School













Candidate presented by 





Master of Business 
Administration
Candidates presented by 


































































































































Master of Decision 
Analytics
Candidates presented by 


















Dixon, Richard Jerome Jr.
Cape Coral, Florida

























































Candidates presented by 












































Bennett, Edmund Peter III
Business













































































































































































































































































































































































































































Master of Supply 
Chain Management
Candidates presented by 
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School of Dentistry
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 



































































Master of Science 
in Dentistry
Candidates presented by 


































Doctor of Dental Surgery
Candidates presented by 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 










Candidates presented by 





































































































































































Candidates presented by 
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Becker, Victoria Ann
Woodbridge, Virginia

















































































































































Candidates presented by 
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Bachelor of Arts
Alshamisi, Saif Ali**
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Al Ain, United Arab Emirates
Bell, Thomas Henry
























Foreign Language and Homeland 
Security and Emergency 
Preparedness and Criminal Justice
Herndon, Virginia
Fields, Jacob Daniel**

























































































































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia
Van Aalst, Dylan C.
















Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Buckingham, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Wrann, John Alexander














































Urban and Regional Studies
Glen Allen, Virginia
Beverly, Gracie Marie


































































Urban and Regional Studies
Williamsburg, Virginia
Duong, Brandon Nhat-khoi**°
Urban and Regional Studies 
and Economics
Ashburn, Virginia




Urban and Regional Studies
Staunton, Virginia
Ferguson, Ashley N.












Criminal Justice and Homeland 















Green, Anthony Lamont Jr.
Urban and Regional Studies
Williamsburg, Virginia
Griffin, James Kyle
Urban and Regional Studies
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Gwyn, Tiffany Nicole*























L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs













































Urban and Regional Studies
Vienna, Virginia
Kohlbrenner, Anna R.**



































































































Urban and Regional Studies
Alexandria, Virginia
Rote, Chloe Elizabeth





















Urban and Regional Studies
North Chesterfield, Virginia
Shell, Graham A.
Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Shute, Justin Alexander















L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs

































Urban and Regional Studies
Glen Allen, Virginia







Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Triana, Michael Steven


















Watts, Diamond Ariel Aisha*
Criminal Justice
Baltimore, Maryland





























Candidates presented by 








Blankenship, Richard Lee Jr.

















































































L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
























Urban and Regional Planning
Westfield, New Jersey
Ryder, Jamison W.






















Homeland Security and 
Emergency Prepared
South Hill, Virginia














Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Bordeaux, Jenna Kristine












































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Chester, Virginia
Master of Public 
Administration
Candidates presented by 



































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School


















Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning
Candidates presented by 










L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Abdi, Myshake Solomon
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Martinsburg, West Virginia
Adams, Nathaniel Brendon
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Manassas, Virginia
Beck, Jadon Hayes




Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Butt, Sarmad Ilyas
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fort Belvoir, Virginia
Chappa, Bharadwaja Suryateja
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Frederick, Maryland
Cho, Yoo Kyum
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Choi, Olivia Jeong Min
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Annandale, Virginia
Cosby, Matthew Stuart
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Council, Kimaya Ryan
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Dewey, John Allen
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
East Greenbush, New York
Dominguez, Antonio Alberto
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Mercedes, Texas
Doshi, Anish
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Charlottesville, Virginia
Dunn, Jenevieve Danielle
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
McLean, Virginia
Duong, Cuong Phu
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Seattle, Washington
Elmahdi, Alsiddig Abdelrahman
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Leesburg, Virginia
Ergun, Duru Zeynep
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Manakin Sabot, Virginia
Gilbert, Rachel
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Roanoke, Virginia
Girmai, Ezana
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Atlanta, Georgia
Graves, Justin Lindsay






Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Hanley, Lauren Elizabeth
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Haq, Muzayyan Syed
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Leesburg, Virginia
Hewlett, William Hunter
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Hirsch, Alexander Michael
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Los Angeles, California
Hojati, Ashkhan
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Great Falls, Virginia
Holland, Michael Bradley
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Hoskins, Andrew James
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Woodbridge, Virginia
Jang, Joung Yun
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
Keane, Hope Yu Jie
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Beaufort, South Carolina
Keiter, Michael Dalton
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Kim, Paul
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
Kishore, Anita
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Kloster, Alix Holland
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Norfolk, Virginia
Ko, Kevin
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Placentia, California
Kutsileva, Maria L.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Arlington, Virginia
Kwak, Min Seung
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fort Washington, Pennsylvania
Lewis, Crystal
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Raleigh, North Carolina
Lothert, Brogen Michelle
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Saint Cloud, Minnesota
Mahadevan, Karunasai
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Charlottesville, Virginia
Malhotra, Sunaina
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Alexandria, Virginia
Miller, Luke
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Vienna, Virginia
Minniti, Robert Joseph IV
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Round Hill, Virginia
Moore, Davis Carl
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Lynchburg, Virginia
Murthy, Akshay K.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
South Riding, Virginia
Opoku, Kwadwo M.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Woodbridge, Virginia
Park, Sun Young
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Los Angeles, California
Patel, Kunal
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Houston, Texas
Pondugula, Pushpak
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Potluri, Thrisha K.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Herndon, Virginia
Reichmann, Geetika Anja
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Bowie, Maryland
Richardson, Wendy Pak
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Hampton, Virginia
Rowe, Anne Kathryn
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Yorktown, Virginia
Sajid, Junaid M.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Springfield, Virginia
Schoomaker, Heidi L.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Seikel, Zachary Cannon
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Austin, Texas
Sevilla, Cruz Jr.
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chicago, Illinois
Shin, Hyun Seung
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Fairfax, Virginia
Soares, Kenji Isao
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Modesto, California
Spires, Zachary Richard
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Arlington, Virginia
Syptak, Caitlyn Marie
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Trinh, Anh Ngoc
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Viar, Kenneth Edward II
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Charlottesville, Virginia
Vijayakumar, Nivetha
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
McLean, Virginia
Wilson, Zachary Tyler
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Wilsonville, Oregon
Wong, Andrew Patrick
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Workman, Samuel
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Wright, Carter Wesley
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Roanoke, Virginia
Yancey, Sarah Jeffrey
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Yim, Matthew Dongheuk
Pre-Medical Graduate Health Sciences
Ashburn, Virginia
Yu, Eric Christopher





Master of Public Health
Candidates presented by 























Candidates presented by 

















































































Candidates presented by  
Dean Peter F. Buckley
Alam, Arfeen
Cupertino, California












Hospital Appointment:  











South Orange, New Jersey






Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  
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Barton, Margaret Stewart
Richmond, Virginia








Hospital Appointment:  
Riverside Regional Medical Center
Newport News, Virginia
(Transitional)





















Hospital Appointment:  






















Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  















Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  




Clemo, Rebecca Frances Patricia
Fredericksburg, Virginia






Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  










Conduff, Joseph Howard III
Floyd, Virginia
Hospital Appointment:  
University of North 
Carolina Hospitals




Hospital Appointment:  
























Hospital Appointment:  













Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  
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Dhir, Komal
Centreville, Virginia
Hospital Appointment:  
Eastern Virginia Medical School
Norfolk, Virginia
(Emergency Medicine)
Dongmo, Gilles M. 
Yaounde, Cameroon
Hospital Appointment:  

















Hospital Appointment:  








Hospital Appointment:  





Newport News, Virginia 













Hospital Appointment:  
University of Utah 
Affiliated Hospitals




Hospital Appointment:  






















Hankton, Stequita C. 
New Orleans, Louisiana
Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  
University of North 
Carolina Hospitals




Hospital Appointment:  
















Hinson, Allison Annette     
Winchester, Virginia
Hospital Appointment:  
























Hospital Appointment:  
























Hospital Appointment:  
Rush University Medical Center
Chicago, Illinois
(Surgery-Preliminary)





Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  
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Jones, William Tyler
Glen Allen, Virginia
Hospital Appointment:  











Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  













Hospital Appointment:  

















Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  

















Hospital Appointment:  










Franklin Square, New York









Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  












Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  












Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  

















Hospital Appointment:  
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Mahoney, Anne Byrd
Richmond, Virginia
Hospital Appointment:  










Massey, Bentley H. II
Wilson, North Carolina
Hospital Appointment:  
Keesler Air Force Base
Biloxi, Mississippi
(General Surgery)
McDonagh, Philip Reed Wills III
La Plata, Maryland






Hospital Appointment:  












Hospital Appointment:  
University of North 
Carolina Hospitals












Michel Wynn, Shannon Elizabeth
Goldvein, Virginia
Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  
























Hospital Appointment:  












Hospital Appointment:  










Hospital Appointment:  












Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  
















Fairfax Station, Virginia 













Hospital Appointment:  
















Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  
Grand Strand Regional 
Medical Center
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
(Surgery-Preliminary)
School of Medicine
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Page, Cristina Maria
Salem, Virginia


















Hospital Appointment:  












Hospital Appointment:  
University of Texas at 













Weill Cornell Medical Center




Hospital Appointment:  




Pyon, Grace  
Chesapeake, Virginia
Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  
Riverside Regional Medical Center
Newport News, Virginia
(Transitional)





Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  












Hospital Appointment:  
University of Minnesota 
Medical School
St. Louis Park, Minnesota
(Family Medicine)
Seneviratne, Danushka  
Ottawa, Ontario
Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  




Simonds, Robert Michael Jr.
Idaho Falls, Idaho






Hospital Appointment:  
Carilion Clinic Virginia Tech
Roanoke, Virginia
(Medicine-Preliminary)

















Hospital Appointment:  
University of North 
Carolina Hospitals
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
(Pediatrics)
School of Medicine
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Stafflinger, Jillian Elizabeth
Richmond, Virginia






Hospital Appointment:  
University of North 
Carolina Hospitals
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
(Pediatrics)
Tanglao, Alfred John Reyes
San Francisco, California






Hospital Appointment:  











Hospital Appointment:  





Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  




Vien, Linda P. 
Santa Ana, California






Hospital Appointment:  
Kaiser Permanente San Francisco
San Francisco, California
(Medicine-Preliminary)










Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  


















Hospital Appointment:  






Hospital Appointment:  












Hospital Appointment:  













Hospital Appointment:  
University of California San Diego
San Diego, California
(Internal Medicine)
Inova Doctor of Medicine 
Recipients
Candidates presented by  














Eastern Virginia Medical School
Norfolk, Virginia


















































Stony Brook Teaching Hospital
























West Virginia University 
School of Medicine
























St. Mary’s Hospital 
Waterbury, Connecticut
(Medicine-Preliminary)















































University of Southern California
Los Angeles, California
(Neurology)
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School of Nursing
Bachelor of Science










































































































































































Candidates presented by 














































































































































































































Candidates presented by 








Doctor of Nursing Practice
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Master of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences
Candidates presented by 







Candidate presented by 






Candidates presented by 


















































































West Palm Beach, Florida
Foster, Kelsey Adams
Winchester, Virginia
Garrett, Jerald Wayne Jr.**
Forest, Virginia
Gavva, Nikitha Reddy*


















































































Nguyen, Nguyet Nicole T.
Raleigh, North Carolina
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Bachelor of Social Work
Candidates presented by Interim 


































































































Saratoga Springs, New York
Meinstein, Lia Danielle
Fairfax, Virginia
Mejia Ortiz, Virginia L.
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Blakey, Annie Lou Bush
Norfolk, Virginia












































































































































Jackson, Melissa Irene W.
Richmond, Virginia
School of Social Work











































































































Pollock, Mary Cynthia VeDora
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VCU Office of Research 
and Innovation
Master of Science
Candidate presented Dean 
F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Darter, Benjamin J.
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Henrico, Virginia
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Doctor of Education




B.A., University of New Hampshire
M.S., Western Illinois University
Capstone: “An Exploration of the Technology 
Knowledge and Skills Necessary for Student 
Success in Higher Education and Beyond”
Capstone adviser: Jonathan Becker, Ph.D.
Champ, Deia Nicole Person
Leadership
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.S., James Madison University
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Teacher and Leadership Recruitment 
in a Fiscally Distressed Urban District”





M.B.A., University of Maryland
Capstone: “An Exploration of the Leadership 
Development Needs of Aspiring and 
Practicing Women Leaders in the Virginia 
Community College System”




B.S., M.A., University of South Carolina at Columbia
Capstone: “Aligning Mission: An Interpretive 
Analysis of Pedagogy and Strategic Planning 
for Koinonia School of Race and Justice”




B.S., California University of Pennsylvania
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Developing a Strategic Plan 
Toward a Culture of Excellence in a 
District Undergoing Complex Change”




B.S., East Carolina University
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Does Data Matter?: Teachers’ Use 
of a Tiered System of Supports to Drive Data-
Informed Instructional Practices in Reading”




B.A., University of the West Indies
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Characteristics of Private 
Preschool Education Programs that Attract 
and Retain High-Quality Teachers”




B.A., M.Ed., College of William & Mary
Capstone: “Characteristics of Private 
Preschool Education Programs that Attract 
and Retain High-quality Teachers”




B.S., State University of New York at Buffalo
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Teacher and Leadership Recruitment 
in a Fiscally Distressed Urban District”




B.B.A., University of Massachusetts at Amherst
M.P.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “An Exploration of Technology 
Knowledge and Skills Necessary for Student 
Success in Higher Education and Beyond”





M.Div., Sewanee, The University of the South
Capstone: “Aligning Mission: An Interpretative 
Analysis of Pedagogy and Strategic Planning 
for the Koinonia School of Race and Justice”




B.A., Washington and Lee University
M.A., University of Virginia
Capstone: “Does Data Matter?: Teachers’ Use 
of a Tiered System of Supports to Drive Data-
Informed Instructional Practices in Reading”
Capstone adviser: Barbara Driver, Ph.D.




M.Ed., University of Virginia
Capstone: “An Exploration of the Leadership 
Development Needs of Aspiring and 
Practicing Women Leaders in the Virginia 
Community College System”




B.S.W., M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “Aligning Mission: An Interpretive 
Analysis of Pedagogy and Strategic Planning 
for Koinonia School of Race and Justice”




B.S., M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Capstone: “An Exploration of the Leadership 
Development Needs of Aspiring and 
Practicing Women Leaders in the Virginia 
Community College System”




B.A., M.P.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
B.B.A., Strayer University
Capstone: “An Exploration of the Leadership 
Development Needs of Aspiring and 
Practicing Women Leaders in the Virginia 
Community College System”




B.A., M.T., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.Ed., University of Virginia
Capstone: “Does Data Matter?: Teachers’ Use 
of a Tiered System of Supports to Drive Data-
Informed Instructional Practices in Reading”




B.A., University of Minnesota at Duluth
M.S., Elmira College
Capstone: “Teacher and Leadership Recruitment 
in a Fiscally Distressed Urban District”
Capstone adviser: Genevieve Siegel-Hawley, Ph.D.
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Doctor of Philosophy
Candidates presented by Dean F.  
Douglas Boudinot, Graduate School
Abolghasemibizaki, Mehran
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Qaemshahr, Iran
B.S., Amirkabir University of Technology
M.S., Khajeh Nasir Toosi University of Technology
Dissertation: “Liquid Interaction with Non-
Wettable Surfaces Structured with 
Macroscopic Cylindrical Ridges”




B.Pharm., King Saud University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Glycosaminoglycans Lyases in 
the Preparation of Oligosaccharides”




B.S., University of California at San Diego
Dissertation: “Nitric Oxide Synthase Modulation in the 
Treatment of Colorectal Cancer”













B.Pharm., University of Mumbai
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Galantamine’s Deconstruction 
in the Quest of a PAM Pharmacophore”




B.S., University of Wisconsin at Superior
M.P.A., University of Nevada at Boulder City
Dissertation: “Usefulness of the Captia™ 
Syphilis IgG EIA Test Method and Reverse 
Algorithm for the Detection of Syphilis 
Infection in a Public Health Setting”
Dissertation adviser: Teresa Nadder, Ph.D.
Baer, Matthew Louis
Neuroscience
South Orange, New Jersey
B.A., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Exploring the Role of Physiologic Electric 
Fields in Regulating the Astrocytic Injury Response 
in the Mammalian Nervous System”




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Pharm.D., King Abdul Aziz University
Dissertation: “Functional and Cognitive Status 
and Medication Complexity in Older Adults: 
The Health and Retirement Study”




B.Med., King Abdul Aziz University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Association Between 
Polypharmacy and Functional Status in 
Community Dwelling Older Adults”




B.A., M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “An Intervention Study on Mindfulness 
Meditation and Mindfulness, Perceived Stress, 
Flourishing and Academic Achievement in a First-
Year Experience University Course”




B.S., Texas A&M University at Commerce
Dissertation: “Regulation of Axon 
Initial Segment Plasticity”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Desmosomes: Development, Function 
and Regulation in the Vertebrate Embryo”





Dissertation: “cIAP2 - A Critical Regulator 
of Neuroinflammation”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Development of Small 
Molecule Neuroprotectants”




B.S., James Madison University
Dissertation: “Progress on Mapping Ubiquitin 
Signaling Using Photo-Crosslinking 
Mono and Di-Ubiquitin Probes”
Dissertation advisers: Thomas Cropp, Ph.D., 
Matthew Hartman, Ph.D., Martin Safo, Ph.D., and 
Scott Gronert, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., University of Mary Washington
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Evolving Reproductive 
Isolation Between Incipient Species of the 
Parasitic Wasp, Cotesia Congregata”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Anxiety in Menopausal 
Women: A Qualitative Inquiry”
Dissertation advisers: Nancy Jallo, Ph.D., Patricia 




B.A., University of Richmond
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Empathic Anger Toward Third-
Party Violations: Relations to Self and Other-
Motivated Motivation and Behavior”
Dissertation adviser: Jeffrey D. Green, Ph.D.
Campbell, William W. III
Health Related Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., B.A., University of Phoenix
M.H.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Comparison of Quality 
Indicators Between Medicare Accountable 
Care Organizations and Health Maintenance 
Organizations Using Publicly Available Data”
Dissertation adviser: Carolyn Watts, Ph.D.
Canada, Justin McNair
Rehabilitation and Movement Science
Powhatan, Virginia
B.S., Old Dominion University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Exercise Intolerance 
Following Thoracic Radiotherapy”
Dissertation adviser: Antonio Abbate, Ph.D.
Cantwell, Marc Taylor
Clinical and Translational Science
Clifton, Virginia









B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Drug and Vaccine Development 
for Neisseria Gonorrhoeae”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Glycolytic ATP Production Is 
Required for Innate Mast Cell Activation 
and Is Limited by Lactic Acid, Which 
Effectively Reduces LPS-Induced Cytokine 
Production in Mast Cells and In Vivo”




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
B.Med., Dr. NTR University of Health Sciences
Dissertation: “Resolution of Proximal Oxidative 
Base Damage and 3’-Phosphate Termini for 
Nonhomologous End Joining of Free Radical-
Mediated DNA Double-Strand Breaks”




B.A., Christopher Newport University
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Parent Implemented 
Communication Intervention for Preschool-
Aged Children with Autism”




B.S., B.A., Pharm.D., Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Dissertation: “Housing Status, Patient 
Characteristics and ED Utilization Associated 
with Medication Prescribing at ED Discharge 
Among Homeless and Non-homeless Adults 
in Urban Hospitals in the United States”
Dissertation advisers: Leticia R. Moczygemba, 
Ph.D., and Patricia Slattum, Ph.D.
Crabb, Edward Blake
Rehabilitation and Movement Science
High Point, North Carolina
B.A., University of North Carolina at Wilmington
M.S., University of North Carolina at Greensboro
Dissertation: “Exercise, Wall Shear Stress and 
Atherosclerosis: An Evaluation of Exercise-
Induced Cellular Adhesion Molecule Proteolysis”
Dissertation adviser: R. Lee Franco, Ph.D.
Cudjoe, Emmanuel Kenneth Jr.
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Accra, Ghana
B.Pharm., M.S., Kwane Nkrumah University of Science 
and Technology
Dissertation: “Mass Spectrometry-Based 
Proteomics Analysis of Secreted Proteins”




B.F.A., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Intersecting Identities and 
Ethnicity-Related Stressors: How Do 
They Influence Perceived Stress?”
Dissertation advisers: Jeanne Salyer, Ph.D., Antonio 
Abbate, M.D., Ph.D., Leroy Thacker, Ph.D., June 
Carrington, Ph.D., and Gonzalo Bearman, M.D.
Dodd, Brandon Michael
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Powhatan, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Military Institute
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Development of an Optical 
Method to Detect Trace Amounts of 
Uranium in Aqueous Solutions”
Dissertation adviser: Gary Tepper, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., Xavier University of Louisiana
Dissertation: “Drug Delivery with Light”





Dissertation: “Metabotropic Glutamate 
Receptor 2 Activation: Computational 
Predictions and Experimental Validation”




B.S., Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
M.S., University of Oxford
Dissertation: “Automatic Image Processing 
and Conversion to Tactile Graphics”




B.S., Virginia Military Institute




B.F.A., Clarion University of Pennsylvania
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Cognitive and Functional 
Impact of Open Heart Surgery: A Pilot Study 
of Three Common Procedures (Coronary 
Artery Bypass Graft, Heart Valve Replacement 
and Left Ventricular Assist Device)”
Dissertation adviser: Tony Gentry, Ph.D.
Freeman, Christopher James 
Chemistry
Glen Allen, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Biosensing and Catalysis Applications 
of Nanoporous Gold (NPG) and Platinum-Speckled 
Nanoporous Gold (NPG-Pt) Electrodes”








B.S., James Madison University
Dissertation: “Systems-Level Characterization 
of Vaginal Megasphaera and Virulence 
Determinants Associated with Adverse 
Reproductive Health Outcomes”




B.A., University of Virginia
M.Ed., College of William & Mary
D.D.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Role of Learning Experiences, 
Supports and Barriers in Career Development for 
the Doctoral Student”




B.S., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Dissertation: “Modulation of Opioid Tolerance 
by Various Pharmacological Agents”
Dissertation adviser: William L. Dewey, Ph.D.
Greene, Justin Russell
Media, Art and Text
Buffalo Junction, Virginia
B.A., M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “I Am an Author: Performing 
Authorship in Contemporary Literary Culture”




B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Fibronectic Mechanics and 
Signaling in TGF-β1-Induced Epithelial 
to Mesenchymal Transition”




B.S., Shaanxi University of Science and Technology
M.S., Huazhong University of Science and Technology
Dissertation: “Improving the Performance and 
Energy Efficiency of Memory Systems”
Dissertation adviser: Weijun Xiao, Ph.D.
Ha, Byeongwon
Media, Art and Text
Busan, South Korea
B.A., Sung Kyun Kwan University
M.F.A., Rhode Island School of Design
M.F.A., Yonsei University
Dissertation: “Nam June Paik as a Pioneer of 
Interactive Art”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
M.S., Nova Southeastern University
Dissertation: “We Are…: Creating 
Discursive Spaces for the Construction of 
‘Counter’ Narratives Through Photovoice 
as Critical Service Learning”




B.S., Anqing Normal University
M.S., University of Colorado at Boulder
Dissertation: “Advances in Dual-Energy CT 
Imaging of Radiological Quantities”




B.S., M.S., New Jersey Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Development and Validation of Semi-
Physiological Pharmacokinetic (PBPK) Model to 
Predict Systemic and Pulmonary Exposures After 
Intravenous, Oral Administration and Pulmonary 
Inhalation of Selected Drugs, Budesonide, 
Tobramycin and Ciprfloxacin, in Humans”
Dissertation adviser: Jurgen Venitz, M.D., Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.A., M.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Inpatient Utilization of Computed 
Tomography: The Influence of Market, 
Hospital and Patient Characteristics”
Dissertation advisers: Carolyn Watts, Ph.D, Henry 





B.A., Virginia Union University
M.A., Virginia State University
Dissertation: “Victims, Victors or Bystanders? 
African-American College Students’ Perceptions 
of African-American Agency During the Civil War”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Dissertation: “Engineering Surface Properties to 
Modulate Inflammation and Stem Cell Recruitment 
Through Macrophage Activation”





M.S., Idaho State University
Dissertation: “Regulation of spHCN Channel by 
Singlet Oxygen and Direct cAMP Binding”
Dissertation adviser: Lei Zhou, Ph.D.
Inker, Jennifer Lindsay Knowlton
Health Related Sciences
Williamsburg, Virginia
B.A., M.B.A., George Washington University
M.S., Cardiff University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Ageism Among Healthcare 
Professionals: The Influence of Personal Aging 
Anxiety, Job Role and Work Setting on Attitudes 
Toward Older Patients”
Dissertation adviser: Tracey L. Gendron, Ph.D.
Jackson, Brianne Leia
Curriculum, Culture and Change
Beaverdam, Virginia
B.A., Randolph-Macon College
M.A., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “Assessing K-12 Online 
Teachers’ Knowledge of Online Student 
Identities and Characteristics”





Dissertation: “Estimating the Respiratory Lung 
Motion Model Using Tensor Decomposition on 
Displacement Vector Field”
Dissertation adviser: Nitai D. Mukhopadhyay, Ph.D.
Karandashova, Sophia 
Clinical and Translational Science
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Oregon State University
M.S., Stephen F. Austin State University
Katner, Samantha Jillian Murray
Chemical Biology
Castleton, Vermont
B.S., Saint Lawrence University
Dissertation: “Anti-Metastatic Platinum Through 
Glycan Targeting in Breast Cancer”




B.Tech., Dr. D.Y. Patil University, Navi Mumbai,  
School of Biotechnology and Bioinformatics
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Role of TDP1 and PNKP in the Repair 
of 3’-Blocked DNA Double-Strand Breaks”
Dissertation adviser: Lawrence F. Povirk, Ph.D.
Koren, Lindsey Michelle
Integrative Life Sciences
Richmond, Virginia B.S., Old Dominion University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Assessment of Microbial 
Carbon Processing and Its Implications to 
the Carbon Budget of Lake Superior”
Dissertation adviser: S. Leigh McCallister, Ph.D.
Lee, Jaeyong
Public Policy and Administration
Yeongwol, South Korea
B.A., M.P.A., Chung-Ang University
M.P.A., State University of New York at Albany
Dissertation: “Understanding Knowledge Sharing 
Motivation in the Public Sector: Application 
of Person-Environment Fit Theory”





Pharm.D., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Structural and Functional 
Consequences of HIV-1 Viral Protein Tat and 
Morphine Exposure at the Blood-Brain Barrier”





M.Ed., George Washington University
Dissertation: “The Expanded Role of 
Parent-Led School-Supporting Nonprofit 
Organizations in K-12 Public Schools in the 
Richmond, Virginia, Metropolitan Area”




B.S., University of Northern Iowa
Dissertation: “Understanding Natural 
and Anthropogenic Drivers of Tree 
Evolutionary Dynamics”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Dissertation: “Lorcaserin as an Opioid-
Sparing Adjunct Therapy”
Dissertation adviser: William Dewey, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Liu, Di
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Guangzhou, China
B.S., Sun Yat-Sen University
Dissertation: “Cost-Effective Measurement 
of Particulate Matter”





M.A., George Mason University
Dissertation: “Athletic and Academic 
Identity, Motivation and Success: An 
Examination of DIII Student-Athletes”
Dissertation adviser: Sharon Zumbrunn, Ph.D.
McDonagh, Philip Reed Wills III
Clinical and Translational Science
La Plata, Maryland




B.S., M.B.A., Concordia University Wisconsin
Dissertation: “Evaluating the Effects of a Flipped 
Classroom Compared to a Traditional Classroom 
on Retention of Information and Course 
Engagement in a Radiation Safety Course”
Dissertation adviser: Timmerie Cohen, Ph.D.
Means, Michael Marcus
Media, Art and Text
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., Radford University
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Adaptive Acts: Queer 
Voices and Radical Adaptation in Ethnic 
American Literary and Visual Culture”
Dissertation adviser: Cristina Stanciu, Ph.D.
Meier, Jeremy Allen
Clinical and Translational Science
Mechanicsville, Virginia
B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Dynamic Regulation of Mitochondrial 
STAT3 and Its Association with CypD”





Dissertation: “Mechanistic Study of the 
Electrochemical Oxidation of Antioxidants 
Involving Proton-Coupled Electron Transfer”




B.S., Arizona State University
Dissertation: “Molecular Evolutionary Response to 
Urbanization in the Western Black Widow Spider”
Dissertation adviser: Brian Verrelli, Ph.D.
Montiel-Chamorro, Marta Luisa 
Education
Bogota, Colombia
B.A., Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Comparative Study of 
Online English Language Learning and 
Face-to-Face English Language Learning 
at El Bosque University in Colombia”




B.A., San Diego State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Normative Data for Four 
Neuropsychological Tests in a Sample of Adults 
Who Are Illiterate and From Latin American”
Dissertation adviser: Rosalie Corona, Ph.D.
O’Connor, David Christopher
Health Related Sciences
New York, New York
B.S., Plattsburgh State University
M.S., Albany Medical Center
D.N.A.P., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Relationship Between Central Venous 
Catheter and Post-Operative Complication in 
Patients Undergoing Hepatic Resection”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Detection of Genetic Abnormalities 
using High-Speed Atomic Force Microscopy”
Dissertation adviser: Jason Reed, Ph.D.
Orr, Caroline A.
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Lutherville, Maryland
B.A., M.A., East Carolina University
M.S., Loyola University
Dissertation: “Behavior Change Techniques to 
Promote Smoking Cessation During Pregnancy: 
A Theory-Based Meta-Analytic Review”
Dissertation advisers: Kellie Carlyle, Ph.D., 




B.A., B.S., Northwest Nazarene University
M.S., Indiana University
Dissertation: “Reducing Uncertainty in Head and 
Neck Radiotherapy With Plastic Robotics”




B.S., M.S., Mumbai University
Dissertation: “Rational Design of Allosteric 
Modulators of Hemoglobin as Dual-
Acting Antisickling Agents”




B.Sc., M.Sc., University of Dhaka
Dissertation: “Redox Reactions at Oil-Water 
Interface by Particle Collision Electroanalysis”
Dissertation adviser: Julio C. Alvarez, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Rabie, Osama Bassam J.
Business
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
B.S., King Abdul Aziz University
M.S., Ph.D., University of Maryland, Baltimore County
Dissertation: “Developing Public Policy and 
Public Forum for Preventing Cyberterrorism: 
Incorporating Public Value and Decision-Making”





B.S., Sepahan Institute of Higher Education
M.S., Iran University of Science and Technology
Rawls, Michael M.
Public Policy and Administration
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Assessing Research Productivity 
From an Institutional Effectiveness Perspective: 
How Universities Influence Faculty Research”




B.S., Florida State University
M.S., La Salle University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Adolescent Emotion Expression, 
Emotion Regulation and Decision-Making in Social 
Contexts”




B.S., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Dissertation: “Orientia Tsutsugamushi Modulates 
Endoplasmic Reticulum Stress to Benefit its 
Intracellular Growth and Targets NLRC5 to Inhibit 
Major Histocompatibility Complex I Expression”




B.A., Eastern Kentucky University




B.A., State University of New York at Oneonta
M.B.A., State University of New York at Binghamton
Dissertation: “Loyalty Program Effectiveness: 
An Examination of Mainstream and 
Niche Sport Fan-Team Relationships”
Dissertation adviser: Brendan Dwyer, Ph.D.
Salmani Jajaei, Ghasemali
Systems Modeling and Analysis
Isfahan, Iran
B.S., University of Kashan
M.S., Mazandran University of Science and Technology
Dissertation: “Snug Circumscribing Simplex”




B.S., California Institute of Technology at Pasadena
M.S., Cardiff University
D.P.T., University of Southern 
California at Los Angeles
Dissertation: “The Influence of Clinically 
Meaningful Factors on the Performance of the 
Recommended Annual Diabetic Foot Screening”




B.S., University of Virginia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Understanding AAV Packaging”




B.Pharm., University of Mumbai
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Oncogene Induced DNA Replication 
Stress in Development of Lung Cancer”
Dissertation adviser: Swati Deb, Ph.D.
Slusher, Aaron L.
Rehabilitation and Movement Science
Cincinnati, Ohio
B.S., Wilmington College
M.S., Florida Atlantic University
Dissertation: “Counterregulatory Effects of PTX3 on 
Age-Related Inflammation and Cellular Health”




B.A., New Mexico State University at University Park
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Multi-Objective Framework 
for Information Security Public Policy: 
The Case of Health Informatics”
Dissertation adviser: Gurpreet Dhillon, Ph.D.
Sperlazza, Justin Robert
Clinical and Translational Science
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Dissertation: “Depletion of the Chromatin 
Remodeler CHD4 Sensitizes AML Blasts to 
Genotoxic Agents and Reduces Tumor Formation”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Effects of Electronic Cigarette 
Liquid Solvents Propylene Glycol and Vegetable 
Glycerin on User Nicotine Delivery, Heart Rate, 
Subjective Effects and Puff Topography”




B.A., University of South Florida
Dissertation: “Queer Health Equity and Cervical 
Cancer: Identifying Social Determinants of 
Health That Influence Papanicolaou Test 
Uptake in a Sample of Sexual Minority 
Women and Gender Nonbinary Individuals”
Dissertation adviser: Eric G. Benotsch, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., M.S., University of Mosul
Dissertation: “Investigating the Role of Nicotinic 
Acetylcholine Receptors (nAChRs) in the 
Development and Maintenance of Chemotherapy-
Induced Peripheral Neuropathy in Mice”




B.Ed., M.Ed., James Madison University
Dissertation: “Public School Principals’ Attitudes 
Regarding the Classroom Participation of Students 
with Autism Who Exhibit Challenging Behavior”
Dissertation advisers: Kevin Sutherland, Ph.D., 
and Chriss Walther-Thomas, Ph.D.
Tripathi, Tanya
Rehabilitation and Movement Sciences
Bhopal, India
B.S., Manipal Academy of Higher Education
Dissertation: “An Innovative Use of Technology 
and Associative Learning to Assess Prone 
Motor Learning and Design Intervention to 
Enhance Prone Motor Control in Infants”




B.A., California State University at Long Beach
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Laboratory Study of Stress 
Reactions to Witnessing a Video of 
a Police Killing of an Unarmed Black 
Man: Discrimination, Distress Tolerance, 
Ethnic Identity and Risk-Taking”
Dissertation adviser: Paul Perrin, Ph.D.
Tsui, Melissa H. M.
Chemistry
Arlington, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Dissertation: “Synthesis and Characterization of 
Magnetic Carbides and Oxides Nanomaterials”




B.S., Tennessee Technological University
M.S., University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff
Dissertation: “A Watershed Moment: 
Implementing State Environmental Literacy 
Policy Into a Central Virginia School District”




B.A., Boise State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Comparing Two Structural Equation 
Models to Determine the Effect of Parental 
Practices and Familial Cultural Values on 
Mexican Adolescents’ Sexual Health”
Dissertation adviser: Rosalie Corona, PhD.
Venkateshan, Delli Ganesh
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Tirupati, India
B.S., Sri Venkateswara University
M.S., Indian Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Modelling Fluid Interaction 
with Fibrous Surfaces”




B.A., University of Richmond
M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Students’ Perceptions of 
Themselves as Writers in the Transition From 
High School to College: A Mixed-Methods 
Study of Writer and Authorial Identity”
Dissertation adviser: Sharon Zumbrunn, Ph.D.
Walsh, Robyn L.
Counselor Education and Supervision
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Experiences of School 
Counseling Directors in Relation to 
Job Satisfaction and Leadership”




B.S., M.S., Harbin Institute of Technology
Ph.D., University of Alberta
Dissertation: “High-Throughput Prediction 
and Analysis of Protein-Drug Interactions 
for Druggable Human Proteome”




B.S.W., University of Kansas
M.S.W., University of South Carolina at Columbia
Dissertation: “Role of Certificate of Need in 
Providing Nursing Home Facility Care Among 
the Older Adult Population in Virginia”




B.S., Southern Adventist University
M.S., State University of New York at Buffalo
Dissertation: “Assessing Baseline and Post-
Discharge Risk Factors in Subjects with 
and without Sleep Apnea Undergoing 
Endoscopy with Deep Sedation”




B.S., M.S., East Carolina University
Dissertation: “Chromodomain Helicase DNA Binding 
Protein 1 Is Required for Orofacial Development in 
Xenopus”




B.S., Dalian Polytechnic University
M.S., Jiangnan University
Dissertation: “Metabolic Engineering 
of Serratia Marcescens”
Dissertation adviser: Stephen S. Fong, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.E., M.S., University of Shanghai  
for Science and Technology
M.S., New York University Tandon  
School of Engineering
Dissertation: “Graphene as a Solid State 
Ligand for Cross-Coupling Reaction”




B.S., Islamic Azad University
M.S., Chalmers University of Technology
Dissertation: “Optimization for Structural 
Equation Modeling: Applications 
to Substance Use Disorders”
Dissertation adviser: Tomasz Arodz, Ph.D.
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Virginia Commonwealth 
University is committed 
to excellence in teaching, 
research, public service 
and patient care. To realize 
and recognize academic excellence is VCU’s highest 
priority. The Honors College was established to 
help fulfill this objective by meeting the needs of 
academically talented undergraduate students.
University Honors and Awards
Honors College
VCU bestows the accolade of “graduation with University Honors” on graduating seniors 
who have attained distinction through impressive achievement in course work as well 
as other formal and informal educational experiences. To merit this distinction, students 
must complete a rigorous honors curriculum, excel in their academic work and submit an 
academic dossier that reflects their commitment to learning in the best university tradition. 
Their petition to graduate with University Honors must be approved by the Honors College 
Council. The medallions worn by these students at Commencement recognize this achieve-










































































































L. Douglas Wilder 
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The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi
Phi Kappa Phi is a national honor society founded in 1897. The 
Virginia Commonwealth University chapter was established 
in 1976. The primary objectives of the society are to promote 
the pursuit of excellence in all fields of higher education and 
to recognize outstanding achievement by students, faculty and 
others through election to membership and various awards for 
distinguished achievement.
Phi Kappa Phi typifies the honor society’s ideal character-
istic of American higher education, for it exists for the dual 
purpose of recognizing and honoring those students who attain 
high scholastic achievement and encouraging those students 
who are capable of doing so.
Phi Kappa Phi is unique because it recognizes scholarship 
in all academic disciplines and does not restrict membership to 
a specific field. Its interest and eligibility are extended across 
all subjects offered at the modern university and, by so doing, 
the society highlights the importance of appreciating and un-
derstanding more than a single limited specialty.
Phi Kappa Phi 
Faculty Initiates
College of Humanities 
and Sciences
W. Scott Street IV
School of Social Work
J. Denise Burnette
Elizabeth M.Z. Farmer























































School of the Arts
Desiree A. Choe
Collin Coleman












































L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
Claude P. Armstrong
Jesseca Hoff





























Robert M. Simonds Jr.
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Christopher E Jay 
Hrishikesh P. Kale
Abdelrahman Shalabi
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Alice T. and William 












Scholarship in Chemical 
Engineering
Jasmen Cheese
Eugene Trani Leadership 
Scholarship
Andy Vo
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College of Health Professions






















Phi Kappa Phi  




Student of the Year Award
Stephanie Edwards
A.D. Williams Award 
for Scholarship
Rachel Andricosky
Iris A. Parham Award
Raleigh Priddy





Cathy Saunders Career 
Gerontologist Scholarship
Lori Kvam
Guy M. Kinman Jr. Award 
for Inclusive Gerontology
Annie Rhodes
Age Wave Scholar Award
Annie Rhodes
Department of  
Health Administration
Herman L. Mullins Award for 
Outstanding Management Study
To be announced






























Lewis and Violet Childers 
Memorial Scholarship
Lauren Luttrell
Marianne E. Macdonald 
Scholarship Award
Carlin Tettelbach
Marjorie C. Salamone 
Memorial Award
Matthew Duff







Elizabeth Blackburn Award – 
Nuclear Medicine Technology 
Krystal Marshall
Outstanding Student Award 
– Radiation Therapy
Isis Lloyd
Tina Plaster Memorial 
Award – Radiography
Jessica Upchurch





Marcia J. Lawton Quality 
of Life Award
Shamara Stratton Dowdy





Richard E. Hardy 
Scholarship Fund
Suzanne D’atri
Anne L. Chandler Scholarship
Suzanne D’atri
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College of Humanities and Sciences
Department of Biology
Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 







































Undergraduate Student in 









Outstanding Biology Graduate 
Teaching Assistant Award
Sarah Ingram
Outstanding Biology Master’s 
Student in Ecology
Benjamin Nettleton
Outstanding Biology Master’s 
Student in Evolution
Farahnoz Khojayori
Outstanding Ph.D. Student in 
Cellular and Molecular Biology
Heather Caslin




Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 








Dean’s Scholar Award,  
distinction awarded to 
seniors with a 4.0
Dereck Gunn
Department of English
Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 










































Teri Stockham Scholarship 
in Forensic Toxicology
Kimberly Karin








Gender, Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies 
Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 
seniors with a 4.0 GPA
Stephanie Noon





Alden G. Bigelow Award
Kyle Rogers




James Tice Moore Essay Award
Victoria Glover
W.E.B. DuBois Award for 
Excellence in History
Courtney Jones
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College of Humanities and Sciences (cont.)
Department of Kinesiology 
and Health Sciences
Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 











Liberal Studies for 
Early and Elementary 
Education Program
Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 




























Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 




















Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 
seniors with a 4.0 GPA
Kiana Adili
Cortney Inman




Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 




Dean’s Scholar Award, 
Distinction Awarded to  




Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 










































Undergraduate Psychology Black 
History in the Making Award 
Akea Robinson
Graduate Psychology Black 































Outstanding Graduate Psychology 
Student Teacher Award 
Alexandra Martelli
Outstanding Health Psychology 
Graduate Student Award 
Melanie Moore
Michael Trujillo
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College of Humanities and Sciences (cont.)
Outstanding Social Psychology 
Graduate Student Award
Athena Cairo
Psychology Graduate Student 






Psychology Graduate Student 
LGBTQ Ally Award 
Jaclyn Sadicario
Department of Sociology
Senior Research Award 
Brandon-Lee Lucas
Nicholas Mccormick








Statistical Sciences and 
Operations Research
Paul Minton Graduating 
Senior Award 
Katrina Gauntt
Excellence in Statistics Award 
Anthony Allen
Mu Sigma Rho National 










School of World Studies




Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 




Academic Excellence in 
Anthropology Award
Kirby Jacobs
Outreach in Anthropology Award
Madelyn Knighting
Outstanding Student Achievement 
in Anthropology Award
Jasmine Juette
Foreign Language Program 
Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 
seniors with a 4.0 GPA
Theresa Dinh
Camilla Harris





Excellence in German Award
Tessa Solee









Academic Excellence in 
International Studies Award
Camilla Harris
Excellence in European 
Studies Award
Rachel Lustig
Excellence in International 
Social Justice Award
Nia White
Excellence in Latin 
American Studies Award
Savannah Aigner
Excellence in World 
Cinema Award
Theresa Dinh
Religious Studies Program 
Dean’s Scholar Award, 
distinction awarded to 
seniors with a 4.0 GPA
Neha Pondicherry
Charles Rosenbaum
Academic Excellence in 
Religious Studies Award
Neha Pondicherry
University Honors and Awards
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Arts Tuition Assistance 
Scholarship
Noah J. Congedo
Barbara Ellen Powers 
Memorial Scholarship
Angelique A. Scott




























Department of Art History
University Scholarship
Merin F. Duke
Dean’s Scholarship in Art History
Merin F. Duke
Award of Excellence 
in Kinetic Imaging
Madeline E. Hill
Barbara Ellen Powers 
Memorial Scholarship
Katherine S. French
Bernice B. Gordon Art 
History Scholarship
Madeline E. Hill
Bess T. Brownell Architectural 
History Scholarship
Matthew Forster













































Doris Lansing Four-Year 
Merit Scholarship
Megan E. Ward
Juried Fine Art Student 
Exhibition, Art Foundation
Hasan C. Flowers














William B. Clopton Scholarship
Katharine M. Thompson



























Angela P. Williams 





Wing Hei Joshua Cheng
Covington Scholarship
Everett Hoffman
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School of the Arts (cont.)






















Gwynn Epps and Mitchel August 
Four-Year Merit Scholarship
Stuart E. Shepard
Juried Fine Art Student 
Exhibition, Dean’s Award
Stuart E. Shepard
Peachtree Scholarship in 
Craft and Material Studies
Stuart E. Shepard
Peachtree Scholarship in 















VCUarts Dean’s Advisory Group
Jaelyn A. Clay




















William B. Clopton Scholarship
Anne Bujold
Will Lenard



































Wearable Art, First Place
Caroline Edwards

































































VCUarts Graduate Research Grant
Christopher Andrew Sisk
VCUarts Graduate Travel Grant
Stephen Richard Parks
Christopher Andrew Sisk
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Dean’s Scholarship in 
Interior Design
Naredeen N. Mikhaiel














Department of Interior 











IDEC South Region 
National Scholarship
Sara Hackett





Robert F. Hester Scholarship
Vanessa Nesbitt













Dean’s Scholarship in 
Kinetic Imaging
Rebecca A. Ewing
Arts Tuition Assistance 
Scholarship
Jackie M. Lu






















Robert and Joye Ledford 
Undergraduate Scholarship
Claudine F. Reyes
VCUarts Dean’s Advisory Group
Claudine F. Reyes



























































Jessica Andrea A. Cruz
Andrew J. Gottschalk













Andrew Gehr West Scholarship
Jaraz J. Jenkins
Barbara Ellen Powers 
Memorial Scholarship
Jason D. Ly
Bon Air Artists Association 
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John Roos Memorial Scholarship
Benjamin C. Winans
Juried Fine Art Student 
Exhibition, Award of Distinction
Mackenzie A. Williams













Outstanding Painting and 
Printmaking Junior
Jaraz J. Jenkins
Painting and Printmaking 
Award of Excellence
Megan A. Goldfarb
Painting and Printmaking 
Faculty Choice Award
Jason D. Ly


























William R. Gaines 
Endowed Scholarship
Johanna Robinson











Dean’s Scholarship in 
Photography and Film
Christina Macaulay








Etta and Bernie Edwards 






Juried Fine Art Student 
Exhibition: Art Education, 
Jumping Fences Award
Devin M. Hein
































Arts Tuition Assistance 
Scholarship
Zahra M. Siddique























Gwynn Epps and Mitchel August 
Four-Year Merit Scholarship
Stuart E. Shepard
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Harold North Award
Kristin M. Poole
Juried Fine Art Student 
Exhibition, Dean’s Award
Stuart E. Shepard
Paul F. Miller Graduate 
Scholarship in Sculpture
Wyley Duffey
Peachtree Scholarship in 
Craft and Material Studies
Stuart E. Shepard
Peachtree Scholarship in 







Toni Eddleton Memorial 
Scholarship in Sculpture
Alissa Damato

















Arts Tuition Assistance 
Scholarship








Department of Theatre 
Scholarship, Graduate
Dawn Souza
Department of Theatre 
Scholarship for Work 
with Director Anne Bogart 







Jennifer Jones Hundley 
Graduate Theatre Scholarship
Jane E. Mattingly










Jessica A. Moreno Caycho
VCUarts Dean’s Advisory Group
Dante L. Piro












William B. Clopton Scholarship
Jessica A. Moreno Caycho
School of the Arts (cont.)
University Honors and Awards
VCU Commencement 2018     119
School of Business



































































Department of Finance, 
Insurance and Real Estate
Shaye Jarvis 













Department of Finance, 
Insurance and Real Estate
Mehreen Khan
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School of Dentistry
Dental Hygiene Awards
American Association of Public 
Health Dentistry Award
Rachel Whisler
Clinical Dental Hygiene Award
Amber Wilczynski













Sigma Phi Alpha Honor Society
Channing Midgette
Christian Waterman
Virginia Dental Hygienists 
Association Award
Mackenzie Blackwell
Doctor of Dental 
Surgery Awards
Academy of Operative 
Dentistry Award
Hung Quoc Pham
American Academy of Implant 
Dentistry Dental Student Award 
Leen Noaman Qutachi
American Academy of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Pathology 
Dental Student Award
Sara Emmalyn Holden
American Academy of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Radiology 
Dental Student Award
Michelle Wieczynski Humble




American Academy of 
Osseointegration Award
Adam Matthew Staffen
American Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry Certificate of Merit
Daniel S. Kwon
American Academy of 
Periodontology Award
Sara Emmalyn Holden
American Association of 
Endodontists Award
Claire L. Krueger
American Association of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgeons 
Dental Implant Award
Clinton Mitchell Meadows
American Association of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgeons 
Dental Student Award
Luke Thomas Coury
American Association of 
Orthodontists Award
James Edward Dodd III
American Association of Public 
Health Dentistry Award
Richard Dixon Sykes
American Association of Women 
Dentists Eleanor J. Bushee 
Senior Dental Student Award
Clara Gladys Bergeron
American College of Oral 







American Dental Society 
of Anesthesiology Horace 
C. Wells Award
Soheil Rostami
DENTSPLY Merit Award for 
Removable Prosthodontics
Nathaniel LeMaster Armistead IV
F.B. Wiebusch Award for 
Excellence in Periodontics
Erin Elyse Block
George E. Kaugars Award
Claire L. Krueger
H. Edwin Semler Award
Swathi Deva




Hugh Douglas Jr. Award
Devang Patel
International College of 
Dentists Award, USA Section, 
Student Humanitarian Award
Michael John Snyder
International College of 
Dentists Award, USA Section, 
Student Leadership Award
Jennifer H. Shim




Mission of Mercy Award 
of Excellence







Southeastern Academy of 
Prosthodontics Award
Patricia Andrea Flores
Whip Mix Corporation Hanau 
Prosthodontic Award
Rasha Jamal Hussein
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School of Education
A. Gaynelle Whitlock 
Scholarship
Zannatul Ferdous






Debbie and Todd 
House Urban Education 
Scholarship









Ena Gross Scholarship 
in Secondary Math
Peter LaBarr
Jo Lynne S. DeMary 
Merit Scholarship
Zoe Walton
John A. Van de 
Walle Scholarship
Chris Ruiz de Velasco









N. Thelma Jones 
Scholarship
Peter LaBarr
Patricia H. Duncan 
Scholarship
Renee Cullum
Phi Delta Kappa 
Scholarship Grant for 
Prospective Educators
Shayna Cook





Rizpah L. Welch 
Scholarship
Ryan Bennett
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L. Douglas Wilder School  
of Government and Public Affairs
Criminal Justice
Alpha Phi Sigma, the National 































Public Service Award 
Mona Elrayah





Urban and Regional 
Studies and Planning









Association, Virginia Chapter, 
Outstanding Student Award 
Hannah Cameron
Marijean Hawthorne 









Jonathan Revenson   
Peter Schultz Award for 
Outstanding Performance
Aaron Grondin
University Honors and Awards




Third Year Class for 2016-2017
Rakhi Melvani









































































Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 
nominee, Phi Kappa Phi Scholarly 
Achievement Award, Delta Eta 
Chapter of Delta Omega Honorary 
Society in Public Health
Litta Paulson
Phi Kappa Phi Society, Delta Eta 
Chapter of Delta Omega Honorary 
Society in Public Health
Amelia Thomas
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society
Ph.D. in Epidemiology
Trisha Sando
C.C. Clayton Award, Phi Kappa Phi 
Scholarly Achievement Award, 






F30 Fellowship awarded by NIH, 
2014; Charles C. Clayton Award, 




Infection and Immunity spotlight 
article, Jan. 2018, Vol. 86, Issue 
1, Infection and Immunity; 
ESCCAR-ASR International 
Congress on Rickettsiae and Other 
Intracellular Bacteria Travel Award, 
2017; Phi Kappa Phi nomination, 
2017; Mary P. Coleman Award, 
SOM, Department of Microbiology 
and Immunology, 2016; American 
Society of Microbiology Virginia 
Branch Meeting Travel Grant, 2015; 
Mid-Atlantic Microbial Pathogenesis 





Member, Virginia Academy of 
Science, 2017; member, Society for 
Neuroscience, 2017-2018; member, 
Neuroscience Interest Group at VCU, 
2017-2018; member, International 
Association for the Study of Pain, 
2018; Best Student Presentation 
Award, poster presentation, Virginia 
Academy of Science, May 2017; 
Cancer Research Retreat Award, 
poster presentation, Massey 
Cancer Center, June 2017
*Elected in Junior Year
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Award for Excellence 
in the Promotion 
of Pharmacy
Jessica Reid



















Excellence in Advocacy 
and Health Policy Award
Precious Dadzie
















Overall Achievement In 
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School of Social Work


































































































School of Social 

















































David P. Beverly 
Memorial Scholarship
Amanda Browder
Emmett W. Cocke 
Jr. Scholarship
Jennifer Pearson
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Webb Social Work 
Merit Scholarship
Mackenzie White
Martin S. Schwartz 
Scholarship
Wendy Osinkosky




































































The Honor Society 
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Alma Mater
In March 2016, VCU Alumni’s board of governors approved Virginia Commonwealth University’s first 
alma mater, “We Gather Here.” Written by Lemont “Monty” Kier, Ph.D., a longtime faculty member, 
and his son, Andy Kier, a 1990 VCU graduate, the school song honors the university’s commitment to 
providing students with experiences that they carry with them beyond their years on campus.
“We Gather Here”
Lyrics: Monty Kier            Music: Andy Kier
We gather here, our voices raise,  
of VCU we sing our praise,  
the Black and Gold our colors show,  
diversity and value grow.  
We’ve learned so much beyond each class,  
the joy of friendship will not pass. 
So much in life is mem’ry borne,  
of VCU they’ll not be shorn.
The mem’ries of a campus walk,  
so many friends, we stop to talk,  
the friendships here were made to last,  
they’re in our minds though years have passed.  
The seasons pass, the years roll by,  
from VCU the reason’s why  
we are enriched from values learned,  
they bring us joy that we have earned.
Next year again we will be here  
to see our school and give a cheer.  
So VCU keep all that is great,  
you’ve brought us joy that is our fate.  
So come let us sing of VCU,  
with ev’ry verse we will renew  
the mem’ries from our campus time,  
each one embedded in a rhyme.
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Dear graduate,
On behalf of VCU Alumni, I am privileged and honored to congratulate 
you on this wonderful occasion. Although you likely received much 
support and encouragement from your families and friends, this is  
a personal achievement that is a tribute to your hard work and  
intellectual perseverance.
 
As you bring this chapter of your academic career to a close, I hope you 
will take a moment to recognize the opportunities that your university and 
alumni organization have provided to prepare you for this next step in your 
journey. You might be leaving campus, but you are not leaving alone. As a 
graduate, you join a community of more than 190,000 alumni throughout 
the world who engage with their communities and their alma mater to build 
on the strong foundation established by our past and present alumni organi-
zations and leaders.
 
Your relationship with your alma mater can enhance and impact your life 
long after you graduate. No matter where life takes you, VCU Alumni and 
its more than 40 chapters offer you opportunities to stay engaged with the 
university and with your fellow classmates. My wish for each of you is that 
you realize your full potential and, in doing so, use your significant talents 
and energies to support and strengthen your communities, your alumni 
organization and your university.
Be proud of your university because we are proud of you.
Yours for VCU,
James E. Williams (B.S.’84/GPA; M.S.’96/GPA)
President, VCU Alumni 
What we now know as Virginia Commonwealth 
University began as two institutions: the Medical 
College of Virginia, established in 1838 as the medi-
cal department of Hampden-Sydney College, and 
the Richmond School of Social Economy, founded 
independently in 1917, then becoming the Richmond 
division of the College of William & Mary in 1925. 
The Medical College of Virginia gained indepen-
dence from Hampden-Sydney in 1854 and became 
state affiliated in 1860. In 1939, 
the College of William & Mary 
changed the name of its Richmond 
campus to Richmond Professional 
Institute. RPI became an indepen-
dent state school in 1962.
In 1967, VCU came closer to its 
current state. Edward A. Wayne 
Sr., president of the Richmond 
Federal Reserve Bank, along with 
city and state leaders recom-
mended the formation of a uni-
versity using resources from MCV 
and RPI. With the signature of 
Gov. Mills E. Godwin Jr., Virginia 
Commonwealth University came 
into being in 1968 with Warren W. 
Brandt as president.
Today, President Michael Rao, 
Ph.D., is the leader of VCU and VCU Health System. 
A premier, urban public research university, VCU has 
garnered $275 million in sponsored research as one 
of the nation’s top 100 research universities. In 2016, 
U.S. News & World Report listed several VCU gradu-
ate and first-professional programs in the top 50 of 
their rankings. The School of the Arts, ranked second 
overall, holds a top ranking among public institu-
tions. Among graduate and first-professional rankings, 
VCU’s nurse anesthesia program is top in the nation. 
The same publication ranked VCU Medical Center’s 
state-of-the art care in more than 200 specialty areas 
among the best in the nation. A safety-net hospital, 
VCU Medical Center is the top hospital in the metro 
area and is the only Level I trauma center in Central 
Virginia. Additionally, the medical center is ranked 
second in the commonwealth as the top place to seek 
medical care and treatment in areas ranging from 
organ transplantation and burn healing to head and 
spinal cord trauma and cancer treatment.
With an enrollment of more than 31,000 stu-
dents from 102 countries in 217 degree and certifi-
cate programs — 38 of which are 
unique to Virginia and serve cross- 
disciplinary purposes — VCU also 
boasts educators who are nation-
ally and internationally recognized 
for their excellence in the arts, 
business, education, engineering, 
the humanities, life sciences, social 
work and all of the health care pro-
fessions. VCU employs over 2,200 
full-time instructional faculty who 
are nationally and internationally 
recognized for their high-quality 
instruction across 11 schools and 
three colleges.
With campuses beyond 
Richmond, VCU students and fac-
ulty live and work in locations 
throughout the commonwealth 
and the world. For over a decade, students enrolled 
at VCUarts Qatar receive the same world-renowned 
education and training as students in Richmond.
The School of Medicine and School of Pharmacy’s 
collaboration with Northern Virginia’s Inova Health 
System successfully established the VCU Inova cam-
pus and now educates third- and fourth-year medical 
and pharmacy students. In Charlottesville, the School 
of Pharmacy’s second satellite location for Doctor 
of Pharmacy students operates at the University of 
Virginia Medical Center.
More than 190,000 VCU alumni live worldwide, 
leading and positively impacting their communities.
Virginia Commonwealth University
A VCU University Relations publication
an equal opportunity/affirmative action university  
004403-09
Congratulations to all! Commencement
MAY 12, 2018
The Richmond Coliseum ✦ Richmond, Virginia
